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Engraving of Douglas Building, as
built.

ARCHITECTURE IN THE URBAN WEST

Coming, as it was, during the first taste of a harsh Minne-
sota winter, these last remarks hint at the tantalizing qualities of
Los Angeles as a business destination apart from the economic
climate there.

Local architect Alfred Beck—who had formerly worked
for H. Carroll Brown—wrote Stimson from the firm of Morgan
Wells in Los Angeles in early 1895:

You know full well that your present building was designed
and detailed (as far as brickwork, wood and terra cotta is con-
cerned) by myself. [ am with Morgan and Wells permanently and
of course would like to get your work into this office.

InMarch, Stimson made the decision tobuild on his property
on the northeast corner of Broadway and Third. He demolished the
existing buildings at 312—Third and 307-9 South Broadway and
hired local architect A.M. Edelman. On May 21,1895, Edelman sent
Stimson the plans and specifications for two buildings—one two-
story and the adjacent three-story on Third between Broadway and
Hill Street that comprised a rooming house with 42 rooms called the
Spencer Block.

While still in construction, Stimson already contemplated a
flagship building for the northwest corner of Third and Spring
Street across from the Stimson Block. It would be called The Dou-
glasBuildingand, ateight stories tall, would tower overits compan-
ion. While overseeing rents and tenant leases, keeping track of his
timber and mill investments, and raising funds for the
new building, Stimson also surveyed the
field of accomplished architects
for one who would suit his
project.

One of the architects
Stimson passed over in his de-
cision-making was the designer
of the Auditorium Building in
which Stimson had invested so
heavily—-Louis Sullivan. He
actively solicited work outside
of the Midwest after the disso-
lution of his partnership with
Dankmar Adler, relying upon
business associates he had
made in Chicago to introduce
him to real estate developers
who were planning projects.






